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Purpose of the Thesis: 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The removal of a child from one foster home and replace -
ment in another has a devastating effect upon the child . It is 
a defeating experience for the foster parents end costly in 
time and money to the placing agency. 
It is the goal of every child placing agency continually 
to improve placement pla~s and techniques so that fewer of 
these replacements will be necessary. Placement is a complex 
process partially beca11se of the large number of people so 
directly concerned in it~ Each participant is making some 
demands upon the situation. The foster parents must receive 
some degree of satisfaction and, it is now generally recog-
nized, are meeting needs of their own. 1 The child must be 
able to accept these substitute parents and through them have 
his physical and emotional needs temporarily met. The agency 
must be satisfied that; this interaction is developing in an 
acceptable manner . 
Through the years there has been increasing study and 
emphasis on the techniques of placement . Experience in place-
ments, though sometimes costly and painful to all concerned, 
1 . Ruth \oJ'eisenba.rger, "Direct Casework 1-Ii th The Child 
In Foster Home Placement, Child Welfare, 30 : 6, April, 19.51. 
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I 
I ~--
1 . 
I 
I 
rl 
has brought to light many factors which today receive careful 
consideration. However, despite a larger body of knowledge, 
greater understanding and refinement of methods, foster 
parents continue, with frightening regularity, to request re-
moval of the child placed with them by the agency. 
The child placing agency is greatly concerned by these 
requests. Basically the agency cannot continue its program 
without foster homes. It is also believed that usually the 
best recruitment method is through foster parents who have 
achieved satisfaction in the program. In the second place it 
is thought that, "if a child fails in one foster home he will 
bring his special problems and inner needs to the next foster 
home fami) .. y." If continuously moved we have an "agency child" 
2 
who has been moved several times at critical periods." 
The purpose of this thesis is to consider some of the 
II 
dynamics that are involved in requests for the child's removal 1 
by foster parents. The following ques tiona will be considered II 
in this study: II 
1. What were the presenting problems or behavior which I I· precipitated the request that the child be removed? 
2. To what extent did the child meet certain require-
menta as specified by the foster parents {age, sex, type of 
problem? 
. 2. Constance Rathbun, "Psycho-Physical Reactions to 
Placement", Journal of Social casework, 28:262, February, 
1947· 
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I 3. was the home finder's recommendations or cautions 
regarding the type of child to be placed in this home followed? ! 
.I 4. Were the foster parents prepared for the probable I' 
development of problems and behavior? 
Did the worker anticipate the child's adjustment and 
behavior problems? 
Scope of the study: 
The cases used in the study were from the files of the 
Children's Aid Association of Boston. They were foster homes 
which were accepted by the agency in the years of 1950, 1951, 
1952, and 1953· These cases were all closed at the time of 
the study, and were selected at random. In each case the 
foster parents had requested that the child be removed from 
their home. cases were not considered when the reason given 
for the removal request did not originate within the emotional 
I 
I 
framework of the placement itself. This eliminated foster II 
-homes where removal was necessary because the foster parents 
moved, relatives came to live in the home, or illness de-
I, veloped within the foster family. 
A total of nine foster homes were studied. The Children's ! 
Aid Association placed nineteen children in these homes. Two I 
of these children are not given specific consideration in 
parts of this thesis as the foster parents did not request 
I 
their removal. 
The number of cases in this study was too small to permit 
I 
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positive generalized conclusions. The study is not intended 
as a statistical compilation of data. The conclusions based 
on this study, therefore, only indicate that certain factors 
and processes in the foster home study and placement should 
be carefully considered. I 
I 
Some background information concerning the foster parents ! 
was included. This was done so that the reader might have a I 
picture of the setting into which the child was placed. Data 'i 
concerning the adjustment problems of the child in the home is \ 
not usually available in the foster home records. In all ex- I[ 
cept trm cases it was necessary to consult the child's record 1 
in order to find the answers to the questions under study. 
Generally there was no periodic evaluation of the foster 
parents in their records.. The closing evaluations were brief 
and gave little information co'ncerning the progressive de - II 
A further limitation of the 
1 study was the subjectivity which must be considered. The 
velopments during the placement. 
tendency and danger is for the worker to identify with the 
child whereas the home finder may see potentialities the 
worker did not recognize because of the particular child. 
sources of nata: 
The sources used in this study consisted of foster home 
and children's records from the files of the Children's Aid 
Association of Boston. current material relative to foster 
home placements was purused. In addition to these sources, 
I 
II 
II 
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staff members of the Ch_ldren ' s Aid Association were consulted 
II 
in regard to procedures and case material. 
Method of Procedure: 
The data · were collected from the case records according 
to a schedule3 prepared by the writer. This schedule included
11 
some information about the social~ physical and psychological 
factors in the lives of the foster parents as well as evalu-
ation and recommendations of the home finder. These are dis-
cussed as they are related to a particular placement. 
3. Appendix, p. 
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CHAPTER II 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
Since the beginning of time there have been children who 
were neglected, mistreated, or homeless. The trend in con-
structive planning has been a slow and painful process for 
these children. In this country child welfare planning began 
in colonial times with indenture . This type of care was 
adapted from the philoe:ophy of the Elizabethan Poor Laws and 
was somewhat crude. As early as 1619, the Mayor of London 
sent to the Virginia Colony on~ hundred children "to be placed Jl 
with good and honest masters". This may be said to have been 
the first child placement in this country. By the eighteenth 
century the colonies were placing homeless children in insti-
tutions and almshouses. This was a step forward in planning. 
From these crude beginnings has evolved the realization 
that there must be individualized planning. The first agency 
organized to plan specifically for children was established 
by Peter Loring Brace in New York City in 1858. This was the lj 
Children 's Aid Society. This e.gency did not place children 
through indenture in the strict sense of the word but trans-
ported them to homes :tn western states . Optimistically this 
was another forward step. 
The establishment of the Children' s Bureau in the United 
1. Elias Trotskey, Institutional care and Placing out 
(1930), p. 13. 
IJ 
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states was the first public agency in the world set up to con- II 
sider conditions, problems, and welfare of children on a 
nation-wide basis . This Bureau was organized in 1912. Througb,
1 ,, 
the influence of the White House Conferences an increasingly 
adequate program for children has been developing. 
Originally, foster care was planned for dependent or 
neglected children. Thr•ough the years, however, the concepts 
'I 
I 
I 
I 
of social responsibility have widened. Since the inception of 
the Aid to Dependent Children program dependency is not re-
garded as sufficient reason to remove a child from his home. 
Today one of the most valuable contributions of the foster 
home program is the special help given to parents in under- 'I 
standing the emotional and social problems that make separation/ 
2 I 
of a child from his parents necessary. In addition to this, 
child placing agencies strive to strengthen family ties, to 
help remove or modify that which made placement necessary, 
and finally to reunite families at the earliest possible time. 
Background of the Foster Home Program Within the Children's 
Aid Association: 
The Children's Aid Association has always been interested 1 
I
I 
in children needing help regardless of race or religion. The 
agency and its program has developed according to the needs 
at the times. 
2. Henrietta Gordon., "Foster care for Children", social 
work Yearbook, 1948, p. 12. 
---=-- =---
In 1863 a committee of ladies from James Freeman 
Clarke 's church of the Disciples, were visiting the 
Charles street Jail, were horrified to find little 
children as young as ten years in solitary confine-
ment standing by their grated door , clinging at its 
bars as birds cling to the bars of their cage. out 
of this episode was born the Boston Children's Aid 
Society, its purpose at first being to provide 
instruction and occupation for children in the jail. 
This limited fUnction was soon liberalized and ex-
panded so that the societyrs service became that of 
providing normal homes for children released from 
jail, and more important, that of providing con-
structive help so that children will not be sent to 
jail,.3 
Today the Boston Children's Aid Associa.tion, ( incorpor-
ated as such in 1947) has many functions and programs for 
children. Among these is the foster care department which 
provides homes and supervision for children who, for one 
reason or another, must live away from their own homes. 
3. Boston Children's Aid Association, Annual Report for 
the Year 1949, P• 3. 
II 
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CHAPTER III 
PRINCIPLES OF FOSTER HOME PLACEMENT WITHIN THE 
CHILDREN'S AID ASSOCIATION OF BOSTON 
If, after thorough study, a foster home placement seems 
I 
the best plan the worker approaches this from several angles. lj 
As much parental participation as possible is secured. The 
goal of the Children's Aid Association is to re-establish and 
reunite families as soon as possible. Whenever separation is , 
necessary the agency seeks to establish it as the best possi-
ble plan for all directly concerned. This includes work with 
the natural parents as well as the child. 
The foster parents are given all the information possible ! 
related to the child's physical and emotional needs. A de-
tailed picture is given about his behavior patterns, good and 
bad. An explanation is given as to why the child is not in Ill 
his own home . This is done sympathe tically and in no sense II 
includes any spectacular details. This can be done because 
the agency believes that the foster parents they have ac-
cepted are worthy of the trust that is given them when a child 
is placed in their home. 
The child is made , as much as is possible, a participant 
in the planning . He is helped to understand the reasons for 
the separation from his home and what his role will be as a 
foster child. 
In addition to planning with the child, the parents and 
---- r 
the foster parents, there is one other step which helps to 
alleviate the child's fears . This is the pre-placement visits >~ 
of the child to the foster home. It is the go·al of the agency 
to have the child in the foster home several times before the 
actual placement. There is first a brief visit of the child 
and the worker to the foster home. On this visit the worker 
remains with the child while he is first seeing his prospect-
ive home. On the second visit the child may spend the af'ter- lj 
noon or day with the foster family and then is returned by the 
worker to his own place of residence. On the third visit the 
child will remain overnight or perhaps spend the week-end 
with the foster family. 
The agency cannot always adhere strictly to this pro-
cedure but it is the ideal in a gradual placement process. 
,, 
During this time the worker 
II also has a chance to evaluate the possibility of this being 
a placement that will meet the child's needs as well as I giving 1 
li satisfaction to the foster parents . Frequent moves are a 
defeating experience for the child. 
If he has to be changed from one home to another 
there is , in addition to his original troubles, the1 superimposed trauma of another brolcen relationship . 
1. o. Spurgeon English and Gerald H. J . Pearson, Emotion-
al Problems of Livin~, p . 153. 
:I 
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In considering foster homes the worker too often does not 
This II have an adequate number of homes from which to select. 
I is particularly true if the child shows chronic aggressive or 
delinquent symptoms, as most foster parents cannot tolerate 
the depredations of this type of child. 
Placemen·t is a complex process and through a thorough pre-
placement planning many dangerous crises may be avoided. This 
is the objective as the worker secures parental participation, 
arranges for pre-placement visits, and works with the child 
to help him reach an acceptance of this plan. 
The Boston Children's Aid Association, as is true with 
diffi-
I 
most child placing agencies, is finding it increasingly 
11 cult to secure an adequate number of foster homes. The re-
quests for placement exceed the available homes. Despite II 
these requests, however, the agency strives to accept as 
foster parents only those whom they believe can work within 
the framework of the foster home program. 
The agency seeks to provide good homes for children~ 
This entails a thorough study and evaluation of the appli-
cants. This study is a two-way process. While the agency is ' 
II 
seeking to determine the suitability of these applicants for 1 
roster parenthood they, in turn, are learning about the ageney ~~ 
and its program. From this study the applicants can reach I 
some decision concerning their interest in the program. 
The home studies are detailed and inclusive in scope. 
The focus is on obtaining infonnation about the motivations 
11. 
12. 
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for foster parenthood, the personality structures within the 
family constellation, and what ·they can and want to give to a 
foster child. The home finder is also interested in knowing 
if these applicants can share the child with his own parents 
and with the agency . Through the home study the agency seeks 
to evalu ate the applicants potentialities for foster parent -
hood. The home study helps the home finder determine the kind II 
of child with whom these foster parents can work and whether 
or not it seems he will bring to them the emotional satis-
faction they are seeking . 
Emergency placements often necessitate a disregard for 
the factors normally given careful consideration . These in-
clude an evaluation of the foster parents • needs in relation 
to how the child will fulfill them. I n addition, attention 
is given to the home finder's recommendations regarding the 
strengths and weaknesses of the foster parents . The worker 
also anticipates the behavior reaction of the child to place-
ment and the effect of this on the foster parents . 
I 
II 
I 
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CHAPTER IV 
II 
CASE STUDIES li 
The following case studies con cerned foster home place- 1 
I 
ment s wher e the foster pa.rents requested that the child be re - II 
moved . Usually in each request t he foster parents gave more 
than one r eeson f or wanting the child removed. These removal 
requests involved feelings of guilt, ambivalence , defeat and 
a need to justify t hi s action. Many factors are involved in 
removal requests . In the cases studied it was found that 
often the relationship be t 1rreen foster parents and the child 
developed unsatisfactorily and eventually necessitated p l ans 
being made for removal. The agency in some cases made im-
proper placements . At times the a gency had insufficient in-
formation about the foster parents. Th is included a lack of 
knowledge about the personality structures of' all the members 
of the foster family and the early psycho-social development 
of the foster parents . 
,, 
In some placements the agency made an 11 
I inaccurate diagnosis of the child or his probable ad j ustment 
patterns . In some placements the home f'inder ' s reco~_menda-
tions were disregarded as well as the preferences of the foster 
parents r egarding the t ype of child they wanted. Frequently 
the agency did not have an adequate number of foster homes 
from ·Hhich to select. This reality situation necessitated 
p lacements that were made with reluctance . 
In the following case studies s eventeen children were re-
moved at the request of the foster parents . To consider the 
I 
13 . 
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II factors that seemed to be basic in the requests for removal 
I two classifications were made. 
I 
I 
1: 
!! 
I 
The requests that seemed to result because of the relation! 
ship between the foster parents and the child have been desig- I 
nated as Group I. Six foster homes were included in this 
group. Eleven children were removed because of various as-
pects within the foster parent-child relationship . Some of 
the factors that caused difficulty within the relationship 
were, failure of the foster mother to identify with the child, 
the child's lack of response to the foster parents, foster 
parents failure to understand meaning of behavior, rejection 
of the child , and inability to accept the child's physical 
condition, and the development of resentment toward the child 
because of this and other reasons. 
Requests that seemed to result because of improper place- " I 
ments have been designated s_s Group II. Three foster homes 
were included in this classification. Six children were place~ 
in these homes by the agency. 
GROUP I 
REMOVAL REQUESTS BASED ON UNSETISFACTORY RELATIONSHIPS 
case I Mr. and Mrs. A 
Home: Mr. and Mrs. A· lived in a five room 
apartment on the second story of an apartment house 
in a nearby suburban area. 
Family-Foster Mother: Mrs. A· was a plump 
matronly woman who looked much older than her forty-
two years. She was a registered nurse and appeared . 
I 
1: 
very positive and possibly domineering. 
Famil¥-Foster Father: Mr . A. had a managerial 
position w1 th a local automobile company. In contrast 
t o his wife he seemed calm and easy - going . He was 
very much interested in having a small baby in their 
home . 
Family-Children : Mr. and Mrs . A· had one daughter 
twenty years of age. She is married and lived nearby . 
Knowledge of the Agency and Pro~ram: Mr . and Mrs. 
A. ' s daughter had been accepted byte Children ' s Aid 
Association and was at this time caring for the baby 
of an unmarried mother . Both mother and daughter were 
acquainted with this unmarried girl. Mrs. A. r s 
daughter had become ill . Prior to Mrs . A' s contact 
wi th the agency Mr·. and Mrs. A. and daughter had dis-
.cussed the feasibility of the applicant caring for 
this baby. Mrs. A· became quite indignant when the 
agency would not approve of this plan without a home 
study. As the result of this telephone conversation 
the home finder felt she '\vas one of the most aggressive 
and volatile women she had dealt with and doubted 
that she would be sui table as e. foster mother . During 
the home vis it Mrs . A. was very docile and presented 
quite a different picture . 
Motives : In her first t el ephone contact Mrs . A 
stated there were two reasons she wanted to care for 
this baby. The first was that her daughter '\l-Ias ill 
and could not continue with this child. The second 
reason was for her own sake . She mentioned that she 
had worked hard all her life until she quit nursing . 
Now she found herself very nervous and bored with 
life. She thought the care of a baby would be just 
the thing she needed to occupy her mind and time . 
Mrs. A. stated one time that the baby ' s mother was 
irresponsible so it seemed that she hoped that she 
might be able to keep this child indefinitely . 
Home Finder ' s Evaluation: This home was used 
only because the mother of the child wanted very much 
to have the child placed there. The home finder felt 
that Mrs . A. would become overattached to the baby . 
It was believed however that the baby would be given 
excellent physical care and emotional warmth . 
Placement: A tense, colicky baby girl was placed 
in this home on December 15, 1951. The baby was 
hospitaliz ed from De cember 21, 1951 until January 3, 
I 
I 
I 
1: 
t 
1952. on that date she was returned to the A. home 
wher e she remained until January 9, 1952. The baby 
was then removed at Mrs. A. ' s request. Mrs. A· ad-
vised the agency that the baby's illness was necessi-
tating too much care for her to give . While there 
Mrs . A. gave most conscientious care to the baby often 
staying up nights to watch over her. 
Discussion: 
It was the opinion of the agency nurse that Mrs. A. gave 
so much tense emotional attention to the baby that she probab-
ly overstimulated the child . Thi s did not hel~ in overcoming 
t h e baby ' s tenseness and tendency to colic. 
In discussing her request for the baby's removal Mrs. A. 
realized herself that she should not attempt to care for 
another child . She found herself emotionally involved and too 
tense and concerned to derive the emotional satisfaction she 
had anticipated. 
I 
The home study in this situation was brief because of the 
illness of the foster mother (Mrs. A' s daughter) who had been 
caring for this child. The placement was made with some re-
luctance . The home finder believed that difficulties mi ght 
arise in the area of over-attachment to the baby. Neither 
the home findermr the chi~d's worker anticipated that }1rs. A' s 
reaction would be of such tense emotional depth. In this case 1 
Mrs. A's doctor also approved of this plan believing she would J 
give adequate physical care as well as emotional warmth to II 
the child. 
Mrs . A. did work, during this brief placement, very well JJ 
16. 
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with the agency. Her own emotional drives however were out 
of proportion to the situation, and she realized that she 
could not accept the role of a foster mother . 
The home was withdrawn from the active roster by mutual 
agreement of foster parents and agency . 
Case II Mr. and Mrs . B 
Home: Mr . and Mrs . B had just comple~ed arrange-
ments-ror a loan and were buying a nine room home in 
a small town in northern Massachusetts . 
Familt-Foster Hother : l!rs. B. was an attractive, 
refined, c arming woman. She was thirty-six years of 
age and a former high school teacher . She seemed to 
have a good understanding of the agency functions and 
procedures , as well as a warm, friendly personal ity. 
This was her first marriage . 
Family-Foster Father : Mr. B. was thirt y-eight 
years old and a clerk in a bank. He appeared to be 
a strong personality and a foster f a ther that would 
t ake an active role with children placed in the home . 
Mr. B. had not been mar ri ed previousl y . 
Family- Children: Mr . and Mrs . B. had three girls , 
eight, six, and two years of age. They appeared to 
the home finder to be wholesome, intelligent young-
sters . 
Knowledge of Agency and Pro~ram: Mr . and Mrs . B. 
came to the Children ' s Aid Assoclation office after 
reading an advertisement placed in a Boston newspaper 
by the agency requesting homes for teen age boys . 
Hotives : Both Mr. and Mrs . B· stated in the 
first interview that their interest in boarding 
children was primarily financial . They had borrowed 
mone y from relatives to make the down payment on their 
home and hoped to supplement their income through the 
boarding of children. Both also mentioned their 
interest in and concern for children who must be away 
from their own homes. They believed through boarding 
children they could augment their income and also pro-
vide a good home for children . 
-----
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Type of Child wanted:· Originally Mr. and Mrs . B. 
had stated they would like to have teen age boys or 
an infant. They were particularly anxious to have 
two children placed with them, due again to financial 
r easons. It seemed actually at the time of interview 
that little serious thought had been given to the 
matter of · the age or type of child wanted. Mr . and 
Mrs. B· felt they could do this work and through it 
lessen their own financial strain. 
Home Finder's Evaluation: The home finder be-
lieved Mr. and Mrs . B. to be unusually intelligent 
understanding people, who should make excellent foster 
parents. Although the primary motive was financial 
the home finder believed this was tempered with a 
sincere desire to provide a happy home experience for 
a child. Mr . and Mrs . B· were interested in older 
boys. The home finder noted that a placement of this 
nature should be made very cautiously because of t he 
thr e e small girls but did recommend this home for an 
infant or teenage boys . 
Placement: The home study was completed and the 
home accepted on February 8, 1951. on March 3, 1951, 
an eight year old girl was placed with Mr . and Mrs. 
B. She was removed from the B. home on June 26, 1953 
at the request of Mrs . B. Although these foster 
parents had stated they were interested in teen age 
boys or babies they were eager t o take this child into 
their home as well as her twelve year old brother 
when approached by the agency. The boy was placed in 
the B. home on July 10, 1951 and removed by request 
on June 26, 1953 . 
These two children had an Qnhappy life prior to 
this placement and had already been through a foster 
home experience which was not satisfactory. During 
the time of this placement it was noted that Mrs . B. 
was extremely rigid and considered all their misbe-
havior as a personal affront. She was also very 
anxious in the relationship between herself and the 
foster boy. Mrs. B. was very eager to have the boy 
like her and be able to express it . Both foster 
parents were somewhat overambitious and wanted every II 
experience for their own a s well as the foster chil-
dren to be an educative one . They felt children 
should be self-sufficient and pushed them zealously 
in this area . Mrs . B. also had difficulty in differ-
entiating personalities , and particularly with the 
girl expected her to conform and react as did her own 
daughters . 
18. 
It was not possible for the v:orker ever to form 
a good relationship with these children due to the 
foster mother's anxiety and strong drive to be every-
thing to them. At first when there was minor diffi-
culty she requested frequent contact between the 
worker and the children. Soon however this proved 
alarming to her and she advised the worker that the 
situation had improved and this attention would not 
be necessary. The worker did not then attempt to dis-
cnss this with the foster mother as it seemed that a 
move for the children was im~inent . 
Reasons Given for Removal Refuest:- The foster 
mother told the worker in Harch,9S3 that they would 
be unable to continue keeping the children after the 
school year was completed. Mrs. B. gave as the reason 
the fact that these two children were taking up so 
much of her time that she was neglecting her own 
daughters and their own social life was being neglected. 
Discussion: 
The foster mother in discussing the request for removal 
was eventually able to say, with casework help, that she no 
longer could give of herself to these children. There was a 
great deal of guilt about this decision. She became quite 
hostile when it was suggested she help prepare the children 
for the move from this home. Although rather unusual, it was 
the foster fat~er who ultimately did this preparatory work 
with the children. Mr. B. regretted that the move was neces -
sary as he had emotional warmth to give these children. He 
did believe however that Mrs. B. was becoming more nervous and 
irritable and that this condition was intensified by the 
foster children. 
It would seem that Mrs . B. failed to realize the emotion-
al satlsfactions she sought. The fact that the foster boy 
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did not respond to her was a source of frustration . It was 
difficult for Mrs. B. to realize these children had definite 
personality patterns of their own and could not be immediately , 
remolded ~ She did not want them to develop as individuals in 
their own right but rather as she set the pattern for them. 
Mrs. B. was however impartial in all her plans and discipline 
with her own and the foster children. 
In this situation it seemed the adjustment difficulties 
were those of the foster mother rather than the children. Her 
olvn insecurities as evidenced by her need of approval from 
the children and her anxiety in relationship with the agency 
revealed this emotional status. The foster parents were pre-
pared for the problems that would develop with the children 
I 
but they were not made aware of their own reactions. It would , 
I 
seem that if more information had been obtained in the home 1 
study about Mrs. B· 1 s early emotional development her reactions 
could have been anticipated. She appeared secure within her 
own family group but the addition of two new children and an 
agency intensely reactivated her need for approval . 
The home finder's reconmendations were not followed in 
this placement. Mr. and Mrs. B. originally requested teenage 
boys . The agency placed with them an eight year old girl and 
her twelve year old brother. 
Although Mrs. B. at first stated her motives were fi-
nancial she never mentioned this at the time she requested 
their removal . Inasmuch as she was rather compulsive it may 
20. 
have been she felt that she had fail ed in this task of re-
molding these children as replicas of herself . This to her 
was identified as success . 
Mrs. B· was not interested in continuing on in the pro-
gram. If she had been the agency would not have considered 
this home again . The home was withdrawn from the active ros-
ter . 
case III - Mr . and Mrs. C 
Home: Mr. and Mrs. c. lived in a small house which 
they owned. It was located in a semi-rural section of 
a small town near Boston. 
Famil~-Foster Mother : Mrs . c. was a very stout 
woman of t ir.ty-two and appeared older than this be -
cause of her obesity. Although not a person of edu-
cation she had a gentle refined manner . In the first 
interview she was relaxed but volunteered little in-
formation except that whi ch was requested. Due to the 
death of her mother when she was three years old she 
had grown up with her granQ~other and an aunt. After 
graduation from high school she worked as a maid for 
eight years . This was her first marriage. 
Family-Foster Father : Mr. c . was forty- three 
years of age and a me chanic by t rade . In the inter-
view he appeared pleasant , talkative and seemed to 
have a broader background than his wife. This was 
his second marriage. The first marriage ended with 
divorce. 
Family-Children: Mr . and Mrs. c . had one daughter 
who was five years of age. She appeared to the home 
finder to be somewhat precocious and to some extent 
demanding of her parent ' s attention. 
Knowledge of A~ency and Program : ~1rs . C. con-
tacted the agency f1rst by l etter . She stated she 
knew about the Children's Aid Association and its 
program through a neighbor who was a foster mother. 
Motives: Mrs. c. told the home finder she and 
her husband would like to have more children but this 
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seemed impossible . The birth of the first child had 
been very difficult . They would like to have another 
child in the home believing it would be helpful for 
their own daughter . Mrs . c. also stated she loved 
babies and would like to have a foster baby to care 
for . 
Type of Child Wanted : Mrs. c. is interested in 
having an infant of either sex placed with her by the 
agency. 
Home Finder ' s Evaluation : The home finder be-
lieved there was a good f amily relationship in this 
home with no neurotic unmet needs . It seemed there 
was a genuine fondness for babies on an adult level, 
without any adoptive motive and with enough stability 
to accept the emotional attachments involved in tempo-
rary placements . The home finder recommended this 
home for the care of a baby . 
placement : A nine months old healthy, happy baby 
boy was placed in this foster home on November 17 , 
1953 and removed on November 25 , 1953 at the request 
of Mrs . c. Prior to this placement the baby had been 
vaccinated for smallpox. on the third day he started 
a reaction and became quite fussy and cried a great 
deal . Mrs . c. phoned on the fifth day requesting re-
moval . The nurse and worker called immediately and 
reassured her of her competency in handling the situ-
ation and Mrs . c. decided to continue caring fo r the 
baby . This decision however may have been the result 
of over-persuasion as Mrs . c. called the agency two 
days later requesting his removal . 
Reason Given for Removal ReJuest : Mrs . c. volun-
tarily told the worker t hat she id not feel equal to 
taking care of this sick baby. 
Discussion: 
In t alking about the removal request when the 
came to move the baby Mrs. c. stated that she felt 
II 
worker j 
emotionally I 
i 
had de-immature and inadequate for infant boarding and she 
cided not to go on with the program. 
'I 
This baby's illness may have been a threat to Mrs. c. and 11 
i 
===f ~- ~ --
1 
reactivated the fears she experienced during the early illness 
of her own daughter . Inasmuch as the baby had almost recovered 
from this temporary illness it seems the foster mother ' s re -
quest for removal on this basis was a superficial approach . 
It would appear rather that Hrs . c. was unable to feel any 
identification with a foster baby . 
Mrs . c. told the worker, after caring for this child 
only eight days, that she felt emotionally immature and in-
adequate. Probably a more thorough discussion of the emotion- 1 
al impact a f oster baby would bring might have helped this 
foster mother to have voluntarily withdrawn her application. 
The home finder did not anticipate this reaction and neither 
did the foster mother . 
case IV l-1r . and Mrs. H 
Home : This family lived in a neat-looking single 
house-or-an older style . It is located in a g ood 
residential section in a city north of Bas ton. 
Family--Foster Mother : Mrs . H. was a striking 
looking woman, vivacious, friendly and seemed very re-
fined. Home finder felt her to be sincere, flexible 
and with positive potentialitles as a foster mother. 
She had not been married previously . Mrs . H. was 
thirty - nine years of age . 
Family--Foster Father: Mr. H. was forty-three years 
of age and was employed by an automotive agency as a 
stock c lerk. The home finder was impressed l>y his 
f'riendly manner , his understandJ_ng of the needs of' 
foster children, and his intelligent questions about 
the agency and its !'unctions . He had not been married 
previously. 
Family--Children: Mr. and Mrs. H. had two chil-
dren, a boy fourteen, and a girl twelve years of age . 
/l_nother child , the oldest , died when she was six months 
I 
I 
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of age due to a congenital heart condition. 
Knowledge of Agency and Progr~n : Mrs. H. stated 
she had been referred to the agency by a personal 
friend who was a foster mother. 
Motives : Mrs. H. stated she has too much time 
now with her own children in school. Her son and 
daughter have been wanting a baby brother or sister. 
Mrs. H. stated she felt she is too old to have more 
children but would enjoy taking care of foster children. 
The home finder also believed there was a strong fi-
nancial motive but that it was tempered with a real 
concern for children . 
Type of Child Wanted : Mrs. H· stated she would be 
interested in having two children placed in her home . 
She wanted a very young baby as well as a girl ten to 
twelve years of age to be company for her own daughter. 
Evaluation: The home finder thought this seemed 
to be a home of excellent phys ical standards for a 
baby. Hrs . H· seemed capable, flexible , and had a 
genuine concern for children. It seemed Mrs . H. would 
co-ope·rate with the agency and be accepting of super-
Vlslon. Although uhere seemed to be a real financial 
motive in taking children to boal''d the home finder be-
lieved a child would receive intelligent, con~cientious 
and loving care. Home recommended for a baby or a girl 
from ten to twelve years of age. 
Placements : Five children were placed in this 
home from January, 1951 to September, 1952. 
The first child was six days old when placed here. 
At about three weeks of age he became ill and the 
diagnosis was a congenital heart condition with poor 
prognosis. This baby's physical condition apparently 
reactivated Mrs. H.'s feelings about her own baby who 
had died with a heart condi tion. The entire family 
became emotionally upset and involved in the baby' s 
illness to an intense degree. It was necessary to 
hospitalize this child. The agency decided not to re-
turn the baby to this home because of the emo tional 
impact his illness was having particularly on the 
foster mother. The identification with this child af-
1 fected !'-irs. H. •s acceptance of the next baby placed 
II with her. 
1
1 Ten days after the first baby had been hospitalized 
1
1 a three week old heal thy , pleasant baby girl was placed 
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with Mr . and Mrs . H. At once the comparison between 
the two babies started. Mrs . H. gave excellent physi-
cal care to the baby but could not really accept this 
child. Within three months the baby was excitable, 
slept fitfully and began to cry a great deal . Iv!rs . H. 
called the worker and asked that the child be moved as 
her crying was disturbing to Mr. H· who was not well. 
This child had been with Mr • . and Mrs . H. for almost 
three months . 
At this time the foster parents stated they be-
lieved they would prefer to have older children and 
suggested ages from four to six. 
On September·: 1, 1951 two boys age eleven and nine 
were placed in this home and removed on February 17, 
1954 a t the foster mother ' s request . These two boys 
were not considered by the agency to be seriously 
disturbed at the time of placement. They were both 
mischevous and active but their pattern of behavior 
was in no way difficult or aggressive . 
On June 5, 1952 a fourteen year old girl was placed 
in this home and removed on September 29, 1952 at the 
request of Mrs. H. This youngster had previously been 
in two foster homes and one group placement. She was 
an immature girl who reacted immediately to any frus-
trations with temper outbursts. These outbursts would 
be of short duration and in a brief period of time 
she vwuld be most affectionate with the person who 
had originally offended her. 
Reasons Given for Removal Re uests : The first · 
baby was remove for hospital~zat on and not returned 
to his home by agency decision. Mrs . H. in asking for 
the second baby to be removed stated that her crying 
at night was distracting to Mr . H. She insisted that 
she loved this baby and would continue to care for it 
were it not for the fact that Mr. H. was not well and 
the crying prevented him from getting his rest . 
The ~~o brothers had been in this home a little 
over two years when the younger one stole money from 
the foster mother . Mrs . H· immediately called the 
agency and requested this boy be removed but asked that 
the older one be allowed to remain with her . Mr . H. 
also reacted quite violently to this ' episode. Mrs . H. 
told the worker that neither she nor her husband could 
tolerate stealing. 
The fourteen year old girl had been in this home 
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nearly three months when Mrs. H. asked for her im-
mediate removal. Mrs. H. saw this girl one day on the 
street with a girl friend whom the foster mother had 
forbidden her to associate with. Prior to this there 
had been some police investigation of juvenile activi-
ties and the foster girl ' s name had come to the atten-
tion of the authorities. This had been a very minor 
affair but it had brought forth hostility from the 
foster parents that was out of proportion to the situ-
ation. 
Discussion : 
It seemed that the real basis for the first request for 
! 
i 
I 
I 
removal was due to the foster mother's inability to accept I 
this physically well baby. She had become emotionally identi- 1 
fied with the baby whose illness had somewhat resembled that 1 
of her own child. Mr . H. made an effort because, with the 
help of the worker she became cognizant of the dynamics that 
were involved. She recognized the situation but could not 
work through it with the result that she became tense and 
over-anxious with this baby. This anxiety effected the baby 
so that she did become fretful and cried a great deal . 
The third placement was the two brothers, eleven and 
nine . Mrs. H. particularly resented the boy's mother and 
often talked in a derogatory fashion about her to the children. 
I 
Eventually it was noted that she was extremely partial to the 
older boy and discriminated between them in the matter of 
allowance and discipline. The younger boy developed tics and 
gave other evidence of emotional disturbance. Indirectly 
Mrs . H· intensified some of his fears and handled him in a 
very insensitive manner. The worker felt these foster parents 
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had little capacity to be mature and were too emeshed in their j 
own problems to have anything positive to give these boys. l 
In dealing with the fourteen year old girl Mrs. H. as 
Although I well as her husband became increasingly rejecting. 
the girl was not easy to work with these foster parents re- I 
I! 
acted to her behavior in an infantile manner and with a punish-
ing attitude . They had no real concern of feeling for this 
girl and could give nothing of themselves to her. They pro-
vided a house for her to live in for these three months but 
no home. 
Only two of these five placements met the requirements 
as specified by the foster parents. After the baby had been 
removed these fester parents stated they would prefer to work j 
with children from four to six years of age. The records do 'I 
I 
not indicate the basis for this decision or if it was thor-
oughly discussed with Mr. and Mrs. H. The follm.-1in.g three 
placements were all children considerably older than the 
foster parents wanted. 
j1 followed except in the first two placements. 
I! 
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case V Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Home:· Mr. and Mrs. J. lived in and owned a six-
room bungalow which is located in a city south of 
Boston. The house is cheaply built but in good re-
pair . The rooms are all neat and clean and the furni-
ture, although old, is adequate. 
Fa..milv--Foster l1other: Mrs. J. was .forty-two years 
of age. She appeared neat and wholesome and made a 
very pleasant impression. She related easily to the 
home finder and seemed most sincere in her concern for 
children . The home finder believed she could give 
adequate physical care to a child as well as emotional 
warmth. Mrs. J. had previously boarded children for 
two other private agencies in Boston and stated that 
she had cared for a total of eleven foster children. 
This is a first marriage. 
Family--Foster Father: Mr . J. was forty-six years 
of age and employed as a salesman-driver. At the be-
ginning of the interview in the home he was quite 
reticent in talking but later gave a great deal of 
information about himself. The home finder believed 
he had positive potentialities as a foster father . 
Mr. J. has not been married previously. 
Famill--Children: Mr. and Mrs . J. had two chil-
dren . Tfie oldest, a girl, is sixteen years of age. 
The second child, a son, is twelve. The children 
appeared wholesome and secure in the family constella-
tion. 
Knowledge of Agency and Program: In her first 
telephone contact :Hrs. J. stated tiiat she had a license 
from the state for either two children under two or 
four children over two years of age. She had boarded 
children for almost eleven years for another agency 
so was quite familiar with the foster home program. 
~1otives: For several months Mrs. J. had not been 
caring for children but had been employed in a factory. 
She .found this type of work hard on her eyes however 
so she had quit this job. She "needs and misses" the 
money and wants children to board immediately. Mrs J. 
also stated that she l~ves little children and the 
entire family enjoys the boarding of children. 
Type of Child wanted: Mrs. J. was not very 
specific about the type or age child she wanted ex-
cept that it be a " toddler or older." She does enjoy 
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working with the handicapped child a.nd had done excel -
lently with a blind boy placed with her by the other 
agency . seemingly her only delineation was that the 
agency not place a baby with her. In talking about 
the babies she had cared for through the other agency 
Mrs . J . sta t ed that she found their care v e ry tiring 
as they did not sleep well at night . 
Evaluation: I n 1951, according to information 
from t he other agency , their nurse questioned the 
physical standards of t h e home and Mrs . J . 1 s h e alth. 
The nurse stated at that time that the housekeeping 
l.·ms "messy" and thought it would be better for Mrs . J . 
to care f or older chi l dren . Mr s. J . gave good care to 
children a ccording to the agency report . The home 
finder recommended this h ome for toddlers or handicapped 
children. 
Placement : A brother and sister were placed with 
Mrs . J . on December 17 , 1952 and removed by request 
on June 25, 1953 - The girl was nearly four and the 
boy five years of age . Th ese children were not re-
garded by the agency worker as being diffi cult to 
work with. The boy was very ac t ive and mi s chievous . 
Mrs. J. became qui t e analytical of his behavior and 
talked with him constantly a bout his " goo d and bad" 
days . Gradually he also picked up thi s phraseology 
and would talk with his worker about his " bad" days . 
I t became apparent Mrs . J. was s triving for perfect 
behavior in a way that was pro j ecting guilt on this 
five year old boy. This goal b e came a rather obsessive 
drive with l'!rs . J . and any misbehavior by the boy 
aroused anxiety about her own efficiency. This anxi-
ety would then culminate in hostility toward the boy . 
Mrs . J. was very permissive with these children. 
Much of the family planning revolved around this 
brother and sister. The foster mother did seem to be 
sincerely devoted and gave a great deal of warmth to 
them. This situation changed somewhat toward the 
latter part of the placement and yet she had the welfare 
of these children enough at heart that she did an ex-
cellent job in preparing them fo r the move from her . 
Reasons Given for Removal Request : At first the 
foster mother stated that she felt she could no longer 
continue caring for these children as the financial 
remunera t i on was insufficient and she felt it was 
necessary that she return to factory work . At this 
time she made no specific request for their removal but 
just intimated to the worker that this plan might be 
l--
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~orthcoming . Very soon however she began to talk about 
the fact that the boy was making her very nervous and 
getting on her nerves, yet she seemed to only want to 
talk about this to the worker and did not request re-
moval. Suddenly one day she telephoned the worker and 
stated that the boy was u~~anageable. She asked that 
the children be removed within the week as she had 
arranged to go back to the factory. 
Discussion: 
These foster parents gave excellent physical care to 
these children and did provide a good deal of emotional 
warmth . The first factor apparently that was difficult for 
Mrs. J . was the acceptance of the Children t s Aid Association 
medical plan. Mrs . J. felt that the children should be seen 
by a physician when they were ill rather than the symptoms 
being described to the doctor by her and treatment recommended 
via telephone. The worker was able to alleviate her fears on 
this however and Mrs. J. felt less anxious as she realized 
she had no responsibility other than following the recommenda-
tions as given by the doctor and the agency worker . 
It was shortly after this however that Mrs . J. began to 
question the amount of payment and her ability to cope with 
the problems these children presented. In the area of be-
havior she referred specifically to the boy. Actually, he did 
become aware o~ the fact that he was able to largely control 
the foster mother, and e.fter that the situation deteriorated 
rather rapidly. The different reasons Hrs. J. gave for re-
questing removal and her vacillation indicated her feeling of 
guilt over her supposed failure and her decision to release 
30. 
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these children. 
Mrs. J.'s decision was partially a repetition of her 
previous pattern. Prior to this placement she had t wice given 
up boarding children in order to return to another type of 
employment. This seems to indicate that Mrs . J. was not find-
,! 
ing the satisfaction she sought in the foster program. 
The worker anticipated the adjustment problems these chil-·1 
dren might have. These were discussed with the foster parents 
l, prior to placement. It seems however the agency was not aware 
of the e x isting emotional structure of the foster mother. A 
failure to understand her needs in relation to the foster 
child resulted in another move for these children after six 
months in this home. 
These children were slightly older than the foster mother 11 
wanted. This dif.ference in age however was not sufficient to 
be classified as a serious problem. It seems rather that 
I'IJ:rs . J. measured her m-1n success by the degree of conforming 
behavior she could achieve with a child . The failure of the 
child to improve in a visible manner meant to her that she 
had failed . No doubt Mrs . J. 1 s satisfaction in working with 
physically handicapped children met part of her needs because 
here she could see the progress. The results of this place-
ment indicate strong dependency needs which the agency did 
not recognize . 
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case VI Mr. and Mrs . "IJJ 
Home : Mr . and Mrs . w. lived in a four-room house 
which they owned. It was neatly fUrnished and pre-
sented a pleasing appearance . The home was located 
in a good residential section or a small town in the 
northern part o:f Suffolk County . 
Family--Foster Mother : Mrs . w. was thirty-one 
years of age. The h ome f inder believed her to be slow 
in forming a relationship and somewhat concerned and 
apprehensive about being ac c epted by the agency . Mrs . 
w. • s parents lived in california and Mrs . w. stated 
she had some difficulty when she f i rst came to this 
area in accepting the fact that she could not see them 
often. Mrs . w. was an attractive young woman and made 
a pleasing appearance although she had a shy manner of 
reacting. 
Family--Foster Father : Mr . w. was thirty years of 
age and owns his own small ga.rage . This entailed long 
hours away from home . Mr . w. expressed an interest in 
the foster home program although he stated he felt his 
wife should take the major responsibility in the de-
cision since he was away from home so much . He did 
express a willingness to co-operate with the ~gency 
and seemed to understand the problems that would arise . 
Family--Children: Mr . and Mrs. w. have one s on 
who was six y e ars o l d and in the first grade . The 
home finder felt he was more mature than the aver·age 
six year old, that he had a pleasing outgoing personali-
ty , and probably was an upper- c lass division student . 
Knowledge of Agency and Program : 1'1r1=1. ~-!. first 
wrote to the Children ' s Aid Association in November , 
1951 , stating she was interested in providing a home 
for a boy around five years of age. The Department of 
Child Guardianship in ivJ:assachusetts had certified this 
home in 1950, but during this time had not had occasion 
to place a child with them. Th is state agency had sug-
gested to :t-1rs. 1rJ. that she contact the Chi ldren ' s Aid 
Association. 
Motives: Mrs. w. first stated she wanted a foster 
child for companionship for her own son. She felt 
that he was being deprived in many ways since he was 11 
an only child. She mentioned that he had not l earned 
to share with others or become aware of the fun of 
g iving to others . She thought it would be good for her j 
son to be the older than the foster child inasmuch as 
he is the youngest of his playmate group in the neighbor-
h ood. 
Mr• 1.~r. told the home finder that his wife is Rh 
negative which necessitated care in planning for other 
children. He at first expressed neutral feelings about 
this project but later in the first interv5.ew said he 
was definitely interested in the foster home program. 
Mr . 111]". seemed to feel that another child in the home 
would be an enjoyable situation for all of them. 
Both Mr. and Hrs. W. had some feeling that they 
could help a child, and this was a gratifying thought 
to them . The home finder did not believe however that 
this was a strong motivating factor. 
Ttpe of Child wanted :· I"lrs. 1~T. stated in her letter 
that s e was interested in a boy around five years of 
age . Later in talking with her she decided she would 
consider a boy up to seven years of age . 
Evaluation: The home finder believed this to be 
a stable, secure, and happy home. I t seemed this family 
had made a good adjustment to the community although 
this was somewhat more difficult for Mrs. w. who was 
away from her parents for the first time. The neigh-
bors , family doctor , and minister all recommended this 
family for their own integrity as well as for the care 
they had given their own son. The worker from the De-
partment of Child Guardianship believed Mrs . w. to be 
a conscientious person who would make a sincere effort 
t o work with a child and to help him with any specific 
difficulties he might have. The home f ind·er .. re.co.mmended 
a boy around five years of age . 
Placement: A four year old boy was placed with 
Mr. and Mrs . v.r. on December 24, 19.51 and removed from 
their home on May 26, 19.52 at their request . 
On December 20, 19.51 the worker and the home finder 
called on Mrs . \II. and discussed placement of' a four 
year old boy who had previously been in an unsatisfact -
ory foster home . f'or about eight months. The worker ad-
vised Mrs. w. that this boy would probably struggle to 
do just what she asked, that he would make demands for , 
and give outward show of aff'ection which would be his 
way of showing how frightened he was . The worker 
further anticipated that as he became more relaxed he 
might present behavior problems and further test his 
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relationship with and acceptance by these foster 
parents. The worker pointed out to Mrs . w. that his 
boy had chronic bronchitis and an allergy which would 
necessitate frequent trips to Boston for medical 
attention. 
The agency workers noted that Mrs . w. was accepting 
of a foster child in an idealistic way but became some-
what frightened and insecure when she contemplated an 
actual placement . She stated at this time however that 
she did 1.rant this boy to be placed in her home. 
The following day the foster mother phoned the 
1.o1orker and after much inconsequential talk was able to 
say tha t she was pregnant. Mrs . w. had been afraid 
to report this fearing the child might not be placed 
with them. The worker discussed the new emotional 
factors this situation would bring to all members of 
the family. Mrs. w. had anticipated many of these and 
seemed to have adequate plans made . Inasmuch as the 
boy had been prepared for placement and there was no 
other home available it was the agency decision that 
the plans made for placement in the w. home should be 
carried through. 
The week following placement the worker visited 
the home . Mrs . w. reported that she was finding it 
difficult to accept the boy's phys i cal condition. The 
suppurating sores , the odor , and the soiled bed 
clothing was a revolting experience for her . Mrs . "'vl . 
also found the child ' s excessive demonstra tions of 
affection rather repugnant to her . Hrs . W. told the 
worker that in her own growing up experience there had 
been little out~rard display of affection within the 
family group. She also mentioned that at the present 
time she had no feelings of any kind for the boy and 
it was apparent she felt guilty about this situation. 
She wondered at this time if the worker thought he 
should be moved for his own good since she didn ' t have 
the right kind of affection for him. 
In the third week of pl acement Mrs . w. did not 
keep the clinic appointment . A letter from Mrs. \..J . was 
received the day of the appointment . In this letter 
she stated these trips to the clinic were an imposition 
and requested permission to take the child to their 
own pediatrician. 
----~~--
A home visit was made after this letter was re-
ceived. Mrs. w. was very critical of clinical pro-
cedure and the treatment . She felt if this was to 
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continue it would be impossible for her to conti nue 
caring for thi s boy . The worker had made a rrangements 
for Red Cross transportation to the clinic . At first 
Mrs . w. was critical of this and sta ted that the boy 
would be afraid to go the doctor with a stranger . Afte r 
some discussion she finally decided she would accompany 
the boy until he became acquainted with the driver. 
Mrs. w. continued to be troubled by her ambivalent 
feelings toward the child . On thi s visit she also ex-
press ed indignation toward the natural mother who had 
visited in the home . The boy had been very upset after 
this visit . She contrasted this situation with her 
own serene childhood. 
The following week Mr . w. expressed very indignant, 
h ostile feelings toward the medical plan and ac cused 
the clinic doctors of incompe t en ce. He expressed con-
cern for his wife and questioned her physical ability 
to go on with this boy . He was caustic in his remarks 
about the boy ' s mother and contrasted her wi th his wife 
who was working so hard to take care of the boy. Mr . 
w. stated at this time that they did not want to give 
up the boy but these factors were very difficult to 
understand and accept . 
At the next home visit Mrs . w. appeared much more 
r e laxed and expressed satis faction over the solution 
of the transportation pro b l em for clinic appointments . 
She mentioned that the boy was showing some rebellion 
and was not as submissive as when he first came . She 
realized the ne cessity of self expression but when she 
permitted it she would feel gui l ty beca.use of her own 
training. She told the -vrorker · that her own parents 
had demanded strict obedience and she now felt some 
r e sentment toward her mo t her e.s she realized what had 
been done to her . 
Dur·ing the remainder of the time this boy was in 
the h ome Mrs. w. and he continue d in their ambivalent 
relationship. There were times when there was a genu-
i ne show of feeling for one another . This would be 
counteracted later by negative episodes . It became 
increasingly apparent however that there were too many 
nega tive factors bec oming more pronounced . 
Reasons Given for Removal Request : Mrs. w. , after 
five months, definitely asked that this boy be removed 
from their home. Due to her feelings of ambivalence 
and guilt the worker helped her to feel free to use 
her physical condition as an acceptable reason for h i s 
removal. 
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Discussion: 
It is apparen t this request for removal had been in the 
conscious · thinking as well as· in the unconscious processes 
from very early in the placemen t . The difficulties as Mrs . w. 
I 
was able to verbal ize them throughout the placement included II 
I 
I he r feelings of repugnance toward the physical care needed, 
I 
resentment about the inconvenience caus ed by clinic treatment , , 
her anxiety and guilt because o.f :·:'her:,.own inability to love 
this child. She could not accep t these or at least use them 
for a final removal request . It was through casework help 
that she wa s eventually able to utilize her ovv.n pregnancy as 
an acceptable reason for the removal request . 
Essentially it seems this foster mother was at an adoles-
cent emotional stage of development . Her ambivalent charac-
II 
,, 
I 
teristics were noted from the first intervie'\-r. r1rs. H . placed ! 
I 
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an abnormally high value on the sacredness of her obligations 
to this child whom she had taken only after some personal 
conflict . Her excessive attention to and fear of contamina-
tion from. the boy's allergy condition indica ted some compulsive ' 
I trends. 
With this foster mother the who le gamut of behavior, from 
submissiveness to healthful rebel l ion , was unacceptabl e . It 
seems probable that even if a child with good potentialities 
for ad justment and with no physical difficulties had been 
placed in this home the result would have been the same . 1, 
II 
This foster mother did use casework help to an appreciable~~ 
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extent.. It soon became apparent that l"'rs. lll[. was using this 
boy's placement and the worker in an attempt to gain some 
insight into her own processes. Inasmuch as her groping did 
involve her treatment, acceptance, and feelings toward the 
foster child the worker did not a.void this area but cor-.tinu-
ally attempted to relate it to the current situation. The 
worker consistently supported Mrs. w. as she tried to under-
stand her own feelings of ambivalence. She also recognized 
with Mrs. w. the inconveniences of some of the aspects which 
v.rere causing hostility. 
This help enabled Mrs . lrJ. to develop some insight into 
her own problems and grow in her relationship with the foster 
child. Due to her compulsive pattern she gave more than ade-
quate physical care to this child. It seemed probe.ble that 
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with continued help from this worker Mrs. W. would have eventu-
ally been able to resolve many of her own conflicts and to 
operate in an adequate manner. The agency could not , however, 
have gone on using this child as a therapeutic device. 
Due to the pregnancy Mr. and Mrs. w. were not interested 
in continuing on in the foster home program. The agency of 
course would not consider this home again for any placement 
without a most thorough restudy and re-evaluation. 
In this placement the foster parents were informed as 
much as possible regarding this boy's problems, his physical 
condition and what this would mean in inconvenience and care. 
The urgency of the situation prevented a pre-placement visit . 
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This, had it been possible, might have crystallized the situ-
ation and shown the inadvisability of this placement. 
The recommendations of the home f inder were followed in 
this placement. The home finder made no reservations in her 
recommendations concerning the type of child to be placed in 
this home . 
SQmmary of Group I Cases 
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Three foster mothers did not develop a good relationship I 
I' 
with the child because of their reaction to minor misbehavior 
problems. This type of situation involved four children. 
With three children the misbehavior resulted in rejection by 
the foster mother . Misbehavior , to these foster mothers, im-
plied that they were inefficient. These feelings were painful 1 ~ to them so they reacted by rejecting the child. In one 
I 
particular case the foster mother became obsessed with the 
of perfect , conforming behavior , and when this did not de-
velop she became anxious and rejected the child. 
With two foster mothers it was noted that they could not 
identify with the child placed in her home . One placement 
volved a baby who was slightly ill . It is believed this 
baby's illness re-activated the fears the foster mother had 
v.rhen her own child was seriously ill . The other foster mother 1 
became very disturbed when she did not immediately develop 
feelings of love and attachment for the foster boy . His overt 1 
demonstrations of affection were disturbing to her be c aus e of I 
ij 
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11 her own rather barren emotional background. His physical con-
Ill' dition was more difficult for her to accept because of her 
failure to identify with him. 
I Another f o ster mother came to resent a baby placed in her 
Ill home because of her over-identification with a sickly baby who 11 
i had been with her a short time before . This foster mother 11 
'I h could not tolerate her guilt feelings . She justified her r e-
II 
I 
quest for removal by telling the agency tha t she wanted to 
continue with the baby but her crying disturbed the foster 
,, 
II father. 
il 
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In another foster home the foster mother needed acceptancejl 
and approval. The failure of these two children to respond I 
,, 
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to the foster mother made her more ins ecure . She wanted to I 
I
I 
children did not respond to h e r the relationship deteriorated . 
be able to re-mold them as replicas of herself . When the 
One foster mother did not find emotional satisfaction in 
caring for the baby placed in her home . The baby became ill 
which intensified her f e elings of dissatisfaction . She was 
seeking diversions and did not find it within the foster child . , 
II The relationship was continuously negative . This foster mother!, 
il over-compensated for this with so much tense emotional care 
that the baby ' s illness was intensified . II 
I 
Often a positive relationship did not develop because the I 
11 ·foster parents had been pe.rsuaded by the agency to ta.ke a child ! 
I who did not meet their specifications . They had vivid fanta-
sies of the idealized foster child. When an actual placement 
was not in accordance with their pic t ured child the foster 
parents sometimes could not make the transition and develop a 
relationship with this child. 
The home finder in her study evaluated the potentialities 
of these foster parents and made certain recommendations. 
These recommendations were based on the strengths and weak-
nesses of the foster parents and indicated the type of child 
the home finder believed could be accepted. In these eleven 
placements six were not in accordance with the home finde~s 
recommendations . The agency placed children in these homes 
because of the limitations in selection. I t seemed that the 
home finder anticipated positive relationships could develop 
only under certain conditions whi ch. these placements did not 
meet . 
GROUP II 
REMOVAL REQUESTS CAUSED BY IHPROPER PLACEMENTS 
It ·was believed that impro per placements were made in 
three foster homes . Six children were placed in these homes 
by the agency . One boy also was r emoved and later returned 
to the same foster home . The foster mother again asked for 
his removal . 
A placement has been considered improper when certain 
factors were not accurately evaluated or when known factors 
were ignored. In some cases there was a disregard for the 
foster parents' preferences in regard to the type of child 
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they wanted . This included a.ge , sex , appearance, and type of 
personality. These vlere plac eme n t s made where the needs of 
the foster parents could not be met by that particular child. 
In some of these placements it was recognized that the foster 
mother h ad dependency needs . Without harm to a child these 
could have been utillzed with a particular type of child. In 
some cases the home fi n de r recognized the limitations of the 
foster parents and recommended a certain type of child or 
certain procedures were to be followed . While these foster 
11ome studies were not infallible it woul d seem good planning 
to seriously consider the home finder ' s recorr..mendations. 
Case I Mr. and Mrs . D 
~: rvrr. and Nrs . D· lived in a very attractive 
seven-room colonial style house which they own. It is 
located several miles from a small town . Their property 
includes twenty-three acres of farm and woodland. 
Family--Foster I'IIothe,.. : Mrs . D. was about fifty 
years of age and of large stature . Her manner seemed 
direct and outgoing. The home finder believed her to 
be sincere and a good prospective foster mother . 
Family--Foster Father : Mr . D. was fifty-five 
years of age , short and h eavy set . He was employed 
six days a week as a foreman in a manufac turing company . 
He appeared interested in the program and seemed to 
have a good understanding of the situations foster 
parents would encounter . 
Family--Children : Mr . and Mrs . D. had one son 
twenty-six years of age. He is married and away ·from 
home . 
Knowledge of Agency and Program: The applicants 
first contacted the agency in response to an advertise-
ment in the newspaper. The Children ' s Aid Association 
was asking for homes for adole s cent boys . 
r 
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Motives: }1rs . D· stated to the home finder that 
she had plenty of time and e nergy, that she and -her 
husband love children and that she wanted to continue 
to have an active life . They wanted to take two boys 
and mi~ht later take even more. At a later time she 
told the worker that she and her husband had wanted 
five or six children of their own but since they hadritt 
been able to have them it seemed people should be use-
ful in the world and taking children might be one way 
of doing somethine for someone els e . Mr. D. voiced 
some of the same feelings although he also mentioned 
he hoped to retire when he is on a more solid financial 
basis and boarding children would help in that direction. 
Type of Child wanted : Mr. and Hrs. D. sts.ted on 
their application form that t hey wanted to care for 
boys from ten to twelve years of age. 
Horne Finder's Evaluation: The home finder believed 
this would be an outstandingly good home for teen-age 
or younger boys . It was recommended that boys with 
not too serious and difficult problems be placed here 
particularly at first. 
Placement : An eight year old boy was placed in 
this home on June 21, 1951 and removed by request of 
the foster parents on July 24, 1951. Another boy, nine 
years of age was placed in this home on July 17, 1951 
and removed on July 24_, 1951 . The first boy made a 
fairly g ood adjustment during the first three weeks 
although he was quite aggressive in his behavior. The 
roster parents did complain about his "acting out" 
behavior but through casework help were working through 
this problem. The situation deteriorated rapidly after 
the nine year· old boy was placed in the home . He was 
a very disturbed youngster_, hostile_, rebellious, and 
destructive of property. These two boys set fire to 
some timber on July 2~. , 1951 and the foster parents 
demanded these boys be removed that evening. 
Later the foster motl1er contacted the agency and 
asked that the first boy be returned to their home. 
It was Mrs. D.'s opinion that he was not to blame for 
the fire. She felt they had made progress until the 
arrival of the second boy. Hrs . D. felt she and her 
husband could help this boy and inasmuch as he wanted 
to return a re-placement was made on August 9, 1951. 
This placement continued until october 23, 1951 when 
the foster mother c alled the agency and adamantly de -
manded that the boy be removed within the week . 
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On November 7, 1951 two brothers , age ten and three, 
were placed in this home and removed by r equest on 
December 12, 1951. The three year old was enuretic 
and also was quite ill with an ear infection while he 
was there . The older brother was not a seriously 
disturbed child but suchthlngs as not coming home di-
rectly from school and the fact that he left the home 
once without permission were very disturbing to Mrs . 
D. She threatened this boy by telling him constantly 
about the other fellow who had been sent away because 
he was bad. 
From the beginning Mrs . D. seemed overV-Thelmed by 
the ~:tmount of work these two boys made ; she was anxious 
lest they not love her and disturbed about the father's 
visiting . She also vJ'as dissatisfied with the board 
rate and complained about the expense of feeding these 
boys . 
Reasons Given for Removal Requests: Four differ-
ent children were placed in this home for foster care. 
One of these boys was placed here a second time . 
The first boy placed in this foster home was re -
moved, as well as the second boy placed there, because 
of the fire they set. · The foster parents became 
paniced at this episode, were hostile toward the boys 
and felt completely defeated by this experience. Ap-
proximately two months after the first boy had been 
returned to their home Mrs . n. wro t e the agency asking 
that he be removed . She stated he would not co-operate 
with them, that he was in trouble constantly at s Chool, 
he lied and stole and was impudent to them and the 
ne ighbors. She mentioned also that the teachers, and 
their friends sympathized wi th them in having such a 
difficult boy in the ir home . She concluded her letter 
by saying in effect that there must be plenty of little 
boys who would appreciate their home and the good care 
they could provide . 
Less than a month after the brothers, ten and 
three years of age, were placed in the home Mrs . D. 
called the agency and asked that they be removed. She 
emphasized this request by a letter in which she stated 
these boys required too much care, the father visited 
too often, the board payment was insufficient and then 
was not paid promptly . 
Dis cussion: 
These four children presented a great variety oJ'' behavior 
I 44 · 
which these foster parents found difficult to accept. The 
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first two boys were considered problem children by the agency 
yet Mr . and Mrs. D. were aware of this at the time placement 
was made. The petty thievery , lying, smoking and destructive- 11 
ness could not be tolerated. These foster parents c ould not 
understand the cause of this behavior . Mr . and Hrs. D. lacked 
patience and expected too much too soon. The worker supported 
the fost e r parents during these continued c rises and attempted 
to interpret the meaning of these behavior patterns. The 
foster mother was more receptive than Mr . D~, who became in-
creasingly re j ecting of these children. 
These foster parents stated they were not interested in 
continuing on in the program. The agency worker felt that 
this home would not work out well for any child except possib-
ly a non-problem child in need of a short s~mer vacation. 
It appears the agency violated the home finder 's recom-
mendation in placing these first two boys who did have defi -
nite psychological problems . It would s e em unusual for foster 
II 
parents of this age to be yielding enough to give disturbed 
boys the acceptance and love they needed . 
The placement of a three year old in the home was not in 
accordance with the request of the foster parents . It could 
have been anticipated that Mrs . n., an active outdoors type 
of person, woul d have res ented the constant demands of a three 
year old child. 
The crux of these foster parents • dissatisfaction was 
probably expressed in her letter when she mentioned that there 
must be little boys who would appreciate the things they could 
do :for them . Hr. and Mrs. D. had a great need to be loved by 
a child and to be reassured of' his appreciation by overt 
demonstrations of affection as well as immediate conformity 
to their standards. 
erhaps since the workers were aware of the financial 
motivation this matter mig..h.t have been explored more complete- 1 
ly with them. rt seems their motivations were somewhat 
colored by the contribution they expected to make to some 
child and by his anticipated appreciation. When they could 
see no progress in the children 's behavior and no concrete 
evidence s of appreciation the reality of thei r situation 
shadowed the idealized picture and the incentive was lessened. 
In spite of the negative factors in :the home the fact 
remains that these foster parents were given tvJO very dii'fi-
cul t boys in the beginning. Follovling this placement two 
other boys were plac ed in the home. These boys had both minor 
physical and emotional problems. The agency in this i'irst 
placement disregarded the home finder's recommendations . The 
home finder's recommendations were also disregarded in the 
second placement. In addition to this the agency apparen tly 
did not evalua.te the results of the first placement in terms 
of what the foster parents needed to receive i'rom the child. 
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case II Hr . and Hrs . I 
Home : Mr . and Mrs. I· lived in a rented four-room 
apartment on t he first floor of a converted dwelling. 
The home is located on a busy street in a city south 
of Boston. 
Fami l y- -Foster Mother : Nrs. r . was an attractive, 
friendly and poised young woman twenty-three years of 
age. She was a graduate nurse . The home finder believed 
her to be a genuinely happy person and capable of 
g iving foster home care to a child . Mrs . r. believed 
she coul d work with the agency a nd with the natural 
parents. She seemed somewhat apprehensive about being 
"worthy" or being accepted by the agency . Nrs . I.'s 
mother had been marri ed several time s and Mrs . I.ha.d 
lived during her childhood with a paternal uncle and his 
family . 
Family--Foster Father : Mr . I. was twenty-six years 
old and a salesman for one of the large local hotels . 
He was described as nice appearing and intelligent . 
He indicated his interest in the foster home program 
and seemed to understand what it would mean to care for 
a foster child . 
Family--Children : Mr . and Mrs . r . had one daughter 
who was four months old. 
Knowledge of Agency and Program : Mrs . I . first 
became i nterested in the foster care program through 
an advertisement she saw in a local paper. 
Motives:- Mrs . r. informed the home finder that 
she t hought an older. child in the home would stimulate 
their own daughter to grow up fa ster. She also stated 
that her own unhappy childhood made her want to give a 
home to some child who could not be with his own parents. 
Mrs . r. also mentioned that due to her systematized 
way of working another child would not create much ex-
tra work for her . Mr. r. gave as his reasons that 
another child would be company for their own child and 
this wou.ld be a chance to help some child. 
Ttte of Child wanted : Mr . and Mrs . r. stated they 
wouldke to have a girl between ten months and five 
years of age placed with them. 
Evaluation: The home finder believed this a steadv 
happy home with intelligent although naive parents. Th~y 
seemed to have good potGntialities if they could 
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successfully manage the first placement . Their home 
was recommended for an o lder baby girl . It was also 
suggested that these foster parents would probably need 
a grea t deal of support at first. 
Placement : A nine month old boy of Italian 
nationality was placed with Mr . and Mrs . I. on April 24 , 
1953 and removed at their request on May 29, 1953. 
Reasons Given for Removal Request: On April 26, 
1953 the foster mother phoned the agency nurse and 
asked her to come and move the baby. She stated he had 
been "yelling" constantly since his arrival, tha t their 
o11-m daughter had started crying and they could no 
longer tolerate the turmoil . She also was afraid this 
baby was going to be a bad influence on their own 
daughter. 
Discussion: 
In the original application the foster parents had stated 
they wanted a girl between the ages of ten months and five 
years. They wanted an older child or baby who would serve as 
an example to their own daughter in her emotional and mental 
development . Due to the emergency they agreed to take this 
Italian baby who Y.Tas brought to them in a dirty and neglected 
condition. He had an extreme case of diaper rash. He was a 
heavy, aggressive baby and not particularly attractive in 
appearance . The foster parents stated later they felt the 
baby had been "dumped" on them, that they did not receive sup-
port from the agency, that they were not given specific infor-
mation about the baby and his medical needs nor were they 
helped in dealing with the baby 1 s mother . They also did not 
feel that they should be obligated to buy bottles for the baby . 
It seems that this was an improper first placement. The 
47. 
home finder had anticipated that a great deal of support would 
be needed during the first placement, even for the type of 
child they wanted. The fact that the baby was emotionally 
disturbed, dirty, not cherubic in appearance and needed medi-
c al attention were factors these new foster parents were un-
able to tolerate . In addition there was the child ' s ovm 
mother who constantly criticized the foster parents. 
Through cas ework help these foster parents became more 
aware of the reason s for the child ' s behavior and the mother's 
dissatisfactions, but they were emotionally unable to continue 
t o care for this child . Their original request for removal 
came on the second day af ter placement. At the time of the 
home visit by the worker they de c ided they had been hasty in 
their request for removal and wanted to c ontinue to care for 
this child. This was a short- lived decision and at their re -
quest the child was removed after f our weeks. 
In thi s placement it seems that the reality situation of 
an emotionally disturbed, physically unattractive baby was in 
too great contrast to their fantasied picture of a foster 
child. This feeling probably was intensified because of their 
own little daughter who was happily ad j usted . 
Although these foster parents believed they could work 
with the agency, the natural parents and the child they were 
emotionally incapable of s ucceeding in any or these areas . 
Inasmuch as the agency recognized the limitations of the fost~ 
parents and the problems of the baby it seems that the 
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placement was ill advised. These foster parents might have 
been retained in the program if a more care{ul placement had 
been made . 
This would be classified as an emergency placement as the 
agency had only a few hours advance notice in which to plan . 
It seemed, due to the limited choice of homes and the baby ' s 
condition, it might have been a better plan to have hospital-
ized this child or placed him in an institutional setting for 
a few days . 
The motives for taking a child as given by these foster 
parents indicated a failure to understand the long-range goals 
of the foster home program. Hr . and Mrs . r . stated they wanted 
a child for specific reasons. The agency should have realized 
the limits of the foster parents and thus not placed a child 
with them who obviously could not meet t4eir needs . 
This child 1..-1as not known to the agency worker so little 
advance planning could be done vli th the foster parents . Hcrw-
ever, it is noted that the home finder ' s r..e c ommenda tions were 
not observed . In addition to this the preference of the foster 
parents regarding the type of child they wanted was ignored. 
Mr. and Mrs . I . were not at all interested in caring for an-
other child for the agency. 
case III Mr. and Mrs. L 
Home : Mr. and Mrs . L. lived in a eight-room, two 
family-EOuse which they owned. They operated a dairy 
farm which is located near a small town north of Boston. 
I 
Family--Foster Hother· : Mrs. 1. was forty-six years 
of age . In t h e interview regarding t~e fos~er home 
program she seemed well educated and _lntelllgent.al-
though 1massuming in her manner . Th1s was her f1rst 
marriage . 
Family--Foster Fa~: Mr . ~ · was of slight buil d 
and looked older than his forty-s1x years. He worked 
for the railroad company until last yee.r \<Then they pur-
chased this da.iry farm. He was now self employed and 
devoted his entire time to the farm . 
Familv--Children: Mr. and Mrs . 1 . had two children. 
one son ws.s t;tJenty-two years of a g e and lived at home . 
At the time he was attending a Junior College . The 
daughter was married and lived in the middle west . 
Knowledge of Agency and Program: }'lrs . L . contacted 
the agency after reading an article in t he Bo ston news -
paper. At that time the Children ' s Aid Association was 
in nee d of a horne for a fifteen year old boy . 1'-'lr. L .r s 
brother has boarded children for the State of Connecticut 
for a number of years so Mr . and Mrs . L. were vaguely 
aware of the foster home program. 
Motives : Mrs. L. stated they wanted to have a boy 
placed in their h ome who could be of some help to them 
with the chores and milking . Neither she nor JYir . L . 
had any definite mea as to the financial arrangements 
that might be satisfe.ctory or the amount of work they 
expected . Mr . and Mrs . L. further stated that they had 
a sincere interest in boys of this age and would be 
interested in trying to help one who needed a home . 
Type of Child ~ranted : Mr . and !1rs. L. stated they 
were interested only in a teen age boy being placed in 
their home . 
Evaluation : The home finder believed these pros-
pective foster parents to be contented , intelligent 
people who would treat a non-problem boy fairly and 
kindly. They were well educated although their stand-
ards seemed simple . The home study was brief due to 
the i~~ediate need of a home for this teen age boy . 
Placement : A fifteen year old boy wa s placed in 
this home on August 30, 1952 and removed on November 25 , 
1952. While in the L . home this boy attended a trade 
school in a nearby town . 
Originally the foster parents stated they wanted 
so . 
a boy 11-1ho could do chores. The worker decide that the 
agency would pay the full board rate pending ~ determina-
tion of the boy's potentialities and adjustme tin the 
h ome •. This boy had been known to the agency · or six 
years and during. this t i me had lived continuo· sly in a 
group setting. At the time of his graduation from the 
eighth grade it was necessary to make a diffe ent plan. 
The worker took the boy for a pre-placem 
on August 27, 1952 . He was ple ased with the 
anxious to have his placement arr angements co 
On September 3, 1952 the placement was made . On 
September 7, 1952 the worker contacted the foster home 
and found Mrs. L. quite disturbed because of . he boy's 
attitudes. This boy felt he should be treate as a 
hired man and was resistant to any close supe vision. 
The foster mother was a possessive, domineeri g type 
of person and there had already been many clas es of 
personality. The worker was in the home ever week and 
helped Mrs . L· to understand the boy's backgro nd as 
the effects were seen in his current behavior . Hrs . L. 
was reassured and supported . She then indicated her 
i n terest in continuing on with this boy. 
The first request for removal came by let er during 
the latter part of September. At that time sh stated 
they found his attitudes unacceptable to them. Later 
in talking with the worker she mentioned that his lad 
would not accept any supervision or suggestion , and 
his criticism of their farming methods made it seem 
impossible for t hem to keep him any longer. A this 
time plans were tentatively made for removal b t Mrs. 
L. decided she had been hasty and requested th t he be 
allowed to remain with them. On October 20 , 1 52 
another letter was received from Mrs . L. She tated 
in this letter that conditions again were beco_ing worse 
and that there was no po int in causing herself · and her 
husgand further aggravation which would only 1 ad to 
illness . 
Reasons Given for Removal Request: The 
mother first requested this boy be removed wit 
mont h after placement . There were continuous 
for removal and then she would want to continu 
with him. During this time the reasons as giv 
he did not respond to t heir overtures of love 
friendliness; he was selfish; he did not want 
vision; he would not accept any suggestions; h 
culed their farming methods and was personally 
Both Mr . and Mrs . L. also stated very emphatic 
that the board payments were unsatisfactory 
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Discussion: 
These foster parents did not receive the sat sfaction 
they had anticipated with a foster boy . Primaril they wanted 
a child who could give and receive love and rtly ap-
preciative of their efforts . The fact that this oy had been 
in a semi-institutional placement for seve ral yea s and had 
never known loving parents made it very difficult for him to 
adapt himself into a foster family . This was par icularly 
true because of the foste r mother ' s personality. Mrs . L . 
wanted from this boy immediate love, appreciation and con-
formity to their standards . I ntellectually , with casework 
help, she became aware of the reasons for this bo ' s behavior 
but her emotional needs were thwarted by his reactions and she 
could not adapt to the reality situation. 
This placement was made rather quickly ly a brief 
pre-placement visit was made . Had this been 
to the usus.l plan Mr . and Mrs . L . might have fou 
according 
out earlier ! 
home program or at least that they cou ld not wor with this 
particular boy. 
Casework help in this placement only lessened the strain 
at the times of greatest stress . The worker was ever able 
to help them fully understand the needs of this It is 
not known, however, if any foster parents could accep ted 
this fellow and kept him for any length of time went to 
live with a sister and later returned to his mot 
,, 
,, 
52 . 
The home finder recommended that this home b used for 
a non-problem boy . rt would appear that this boy's problems 
were :i.ntensified by his move from e.n institution lacement 
into a private home . The depth of' these problems were not 
anticipated by the worker, and especially 
effect upon the foster parents. 
Summary of Group II cases 
In one case the foster parents were 
the type of child they wanted. The home 
d to their 
ific about 
cognized 
definite limitations as far as these foster parenl s l-iere con-
1 
cerned. She reco~mended that a particular type 0 1 child be ·I 
placed there and that the foster parents be given 
of support during the first placement. Due to a.n 
situation these foster parents were persuaded to 
different in sex and personality than they 
a great deal I. 
emergent 1 
al{e a child 
ginally 
wanted . In no way did this child meet the needs f the foster !1 
(j . parents. 
I, 
They could not accept this child, becam hostile 
toward the agency , and felt the baby had been mis epresented 
to them. 
In one of the placements the agency did not ake a suf-
ficiently careful analysis of the boy ' s needs and ·probable 
reactions in the foster home. He was a boy who c uld not, 
by t emperament or background , give love, e xpress Jratitude , 
I! or want an:y help from adults . It was noted in th home study 
II that the foster mother was a possessive, domineer ng person 
r-·· "'·= -==-=::: __;,..-_ -- ~ - -
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who wanted to manage and control. This boy had 1 ved for six 
years in a semi-institutional setting . It would ot be ex-
pected that he could identify with or accept fost r parents. 
In addition to the divergent personality patterns these foster l 
parents were perhaps to o old to cope with an adol scent boy 
with this background and problems . 
In the home where .four children were placed nd one re-
pl8.c ed it seemed that there was insufficient a tte tion given 
to the psychological factors . These foster paren s stated 
I 
II 
they wanted to do something for children. This i_ plied that 
1
/ 
the y would expect emotional returns from the chil • The firs-t 11 
tv.To placements were boys that the agency recogniz . d as needing 1 
much acc eptance and love. These two boys had def·nite be-
havior patterns which the agency knew about but d· d not evalu- 11 
ate in relationship to this placement. 
It would seem that a placement of' eight and ine year old 11 
problem boys t..ri th foster parents who v.rere in thei fifties 11 
would have little chance of succeeding . The fost r parents 
regarded the negative attitudes of these boys and their ad-
li 
I 
II 
verse b ehavior as a rejection of themselves . The foster 
mother n e eded assurance of the love of these boys Her i n de x II 
of response was in their behavior. In another pl cement in 
this home t h e child was s everal years younger th · the foster 
parents wanted, and he was ill at the time the pl cemen t 1rras 
made. 
It would s eem that after the first placement fail e d 
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within a few weeks there should have been a re-ev lua tion of 
this home . The reactions and dissatisfactions the foster 
parents in the first placements indicated that ir emotional 
needs could not be met within the foster home pro ram. 
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CF..APTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Development of child welfare in the United S ates began 
with the provision for homeless or neglected chil ren in alms-
houses or through indenture. Special agencies to 
children were unknown until 1858. At that time t e Children's 
' Aid soc iety in New York was organized. In 1912 t e Children ' s 
Bureau was established by the federal government. Through the 
leadership of this federal agency the trend has b en to plan 
for the child on a~ individual basis according to his particu-
lar situation. In the beginning foster care was 
dependent or neglected children. Since 
Aid to Dependent Children program dependency has 
lanned for 
ing of the 
ot been re-
garded as sufficient reason to remove a child fro his home . 
One of the most valuable contributions of the fos er home 
program has been in the special help given to par nts in under-
standing the emotional and social factors that ma .e separation 
necessary . 
The plan to place a child in a foster home w ere he will 
receive proper physi cal care and will develop emo iona.lly 
involves many factors. Oneof the main problems o an agency 
planning for children has been to f ind and mainta n good 
f oster homes. The process of determining the ade uacy of ap-
plicants for the role of foster parents is often elegated to 
a worker known as the home finder. Through her s udy of the 
56. 
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prospective foster parents she makes specific rec 
concerning the type of child that she believes sh uld be 
placed in a particular foster home . 
The agency through its pre - placement study, ttempts to 
place a ch:tld in a home where he can remain until it is possi - 1 
ble for him to return to his own h ome. Removal child is 
emotionally difficult for hi..m, defeating to the parents, 1 
and costly in time to the agency . 
This study invol ved a review and analysis of nine foster II 
homes where the foster parents requested that the child who Ill 
had been placed in their home by the Children' s A d Association! 
. I 
be removed . Four of these foster parents had mor than one 
child either concurrentl y or in sequence although usually they li 
viere related when this was the case. It was poss1ble then to 
review a total of seventeen actual requests made or a child's !' 
J'ernoval from the foster home . The writer iN"as par· icul arly 
interested in learni ng some of the factors that s emed to 
precipitate these requests, how they might have b e n avoided 
and the effect of this experience on the foster p rents . A 
II 
Ji 
I 
il 
brief history of the Children's Aid Association o Boston and 
a description or its functions was given in order that it !1 
might be known what the agency is doing for child en. A short II 
descrip tion was also given of the foster p arents, and some II 
I 
I 
information i>las included about the child so that 
placement picture might be clarified. Periodical and books 
=~~~~~~ 
II 
II 
were consulted to determine present trends in r~g 
---=.....:.:.._·-~----
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evaluation and selection of foster parents and cu rent pract-
ices in regard to foster home placement. 
In this study the requests for removal were lassified 
into two groupings. Group I included those reque ts that 
and the child to develop a good relationship. Gr up II in-
eluded those requests for removal that seemed to ave been 
necessary because the agency made an incorrect pl cement. 
In Group I it was found that a good relation hip failed 
to develop and often resulted in rejection of the child by the 
foster parents. Usually it was the foster mother who was 
a cutely disturbed by this s i tuation. Problems co cerning be-
he.vior often resulted in the foster mother ' s reje tion of the 
child . The misbehavior usually was not of a aggr ssive, de-
structive nature. The rejection occurred because of the 
reaction and failure of the foster parents to und rstand the 
meaning of this behavior. In some cases this int nsified the 
personal insecurity of the foster mother. In cer ain situ-
ations the foster parents interpreted misbehavior as an indi-
cation of inefficiency of their part. Too often aster mothers 
tended to believe that they had succeeded only if they achieved 
conforming behavior from the child . 
In other placements the foster mother could ot identify 
with the child placed in the home. This failure 0 identify 
developed when the foster mother did not find the emotional 
satisfaction she had anticipated . A previous exp rience with 
- -....;- ~==· ==--------=-==:....__ 
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where there had been strong identif cation once 
resulted in a failure to identify with a subseque t placement. 
A failure to identify with the child created tensions 
·within the foster · home. Guilt feelings developed and the 
foster mother sometimes -over-compensated by givin extremely 
good physical care. There was , however, little o no capacity 
to love the child . His meotional needs therefore were not met 
by these foster parents. 
At times a good relationship failed to devel p because 
the child did not respond quickly to the foster p rents, par~ 
I ~ ticularly the foster mother . The foster mother n eded accept-
li 
11 ance and approval from the child because of her o n emotional 
structure . The failure of the child to respond s tisfactorily 
resulted in frus trations for the foster mother . , he under -
stood only thfl_ t the child was not appreciative of the things 
that were being done for him. 
Illness of the foster child frequently resul •ed in an 
intensification of feelings of inefficiency. Fre uently these 
illnesses were of a minor nature but to the foste mothers in- ,1 
volved it seemed to create feelings of insecurity and inadequa-
cy . 
In some instanc es it seemed that good relati nships did 
not develop because of the particular placement . The agency 
sometimes placed a child that did not correspond o the speci -
fications of the foster parents. The foster pare_ts, of 
course, had the final decision as to whether t they would 
ll 
II 
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-------==-~=--== ==--c~= ----- l accept a particular child. In some placements th ~oster 
parents :felt sorry about the child's unfortunate ituations 
and agreed to take him into their home . It devel ped, howeYer, ll 
that their :fantasied thinking about a child, in c ntrast to 
the actual placement , resulted in a failure to id ntify with 
the real child in their home . 
A failure to identi~y with a child unlike th one they 
These foster homes were new to the agency an had not had 
previous experience with foster children. Only t 0 of the 
nine ~oster parents were interested in having ano her child 
placed with them. These two foster parents cared f'or three 
and four more foster children respectively after hey had re-
quested that the child ~irst placed with them be Each l 
of the following children were later removed at t e request of 
the foster parents . 
In the second cla ssification which concerned improper 
placements it was found that often there had been insuf'fi,.cient 
thought giYen to the child ' s probable reaction in a foster home 1 
and its eff'ect on the foster parents . The nt of young 
children with known behavior problems with arents 
I 
-dh 
II 
normally would not have children of this age indicated questfun-
able planning. In one placement of problem children it was 
recognized that the foster mother was aggressive and domineer-
ing. A rebellious defiant boy was placed in this home . A 
placement of this nature, where the personality patterns were 
so divergent, would not seem likely to succeed. A knowledge 
of t he probable relationships would depend on understanding 
the needs of the foster parents and whe ther or not a particu-
lar child could logically bring satisfaction to them. A rigid- ! 
ity in specifications indicated strong narciss i stic motiva-
tions. A placement in contrast to a definite fantasied picture ll 
,, 
resulted in an early request for removal . 
In these placements it has been noted that two of them 
were made because of an emergency situation. In one of the 
placements the agency worker knew very little about the physi-
cal and emotional status of the child . In another placement 
the child was moved to his new foster home with reluctance. 
The worker questioned the adequacy of this home for the par-
ticular child after the plans had been formulated . 
Inasmuch as these placements lasted only a short time it 
would seem these children should not have been placed with 
inexperienced foster parents . In one case particularly the 
child \-las quite different from that which the foster parents 
wanted. It would seem that in emergency placements, particu-
larly where there is any form of illness , it might be better 
to plan for the child in an institutional setting . 
I 
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This group of foster parents also was new to the agency 
and had not previously cared for foster children. In the 
home study, the home finder often recommended that caution be 
used in placement and that a great deal of support would be 
necessary, particularly at first. These placements did not 
conform to the recommendations of the home finder. 
It would seem that first placements should be made very 
cautiously. This 1.v-ould include careful consideration o.f the 
facts brought out in the home study and the recommendations 
that resulted from it. 
It also seemed that the home studies needed to incl11de 
more information about the early psycho-social development of 
the foster parents. In several instances the negative re-
actions of the foster parents could have been anticipated had 
the early developmental history been more complete. 
The motives of the foster parents seemed to need more 
careful study. I n this : study some of the motivations 1t~ere: 
companionship for 01111n child; financial need; the desire to 
help some child; own foster parents' children were grov.m and 
they wanted another child in the home . Probably any of these 
motives could hB-ve been a sound incentive if the foster parents 
1.Jerf3 reasonably mature and satisfied people. A study of the 
motivations of foster parents woul d provide a better under-
st&nding of their potentialities and limitations, and there-
fore could be utilized in the selection and placement of the 
chi l d . The foster home records did not indicate that the 
II 
11 
I 
•I 
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psycholo gical factors had been t horoughl y dealt with and this 
aspect shoul d r eceive more attention. 
It appear ed that the agency needed to develop a clos er 
relationship with tbe foster parents . Foster parents must 
have satisfaction from the work they are doing. It has been 
found that many foster children are not satisfying. Some 
foster children would be incapable of g i ving love to parent 
surrogates bece.use of their feelings to-v;ard the i r own parents . 
A rea l ization by the foster parents that they were respect e d 
as individuals , appreciated as foster parents , and were par-
ticipating in the agency program may make it possible for them 
to continue to care for foster children despite behavior pr·ob-
l e!Us , diffi c u l t parents and the other discouraging aspects 
whi ch were . invol ved . 
I t also seemed that more time shoul d have been g i ven to 
the foster parents to prepare them for this new experience . 
I n the p l acements invol ved in this study it seems the 1AJorker 
prepared the foste r parents f or the prob able ad justment and 
behavior problems of the child . The records did not indicate, 
however , that the fost er parents were h elped to under sta.nd and ' 
to anticipate their own reactions and fee l ings . lacement was 
a deep emotional experience for the roster parents and it 
needed to be considered very carefully wi t h them. 
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Recommendations 
It would seem that further s tudies should be done in 
methods of increas:i.ng the relationship betwe en foster parents 
and agency . Foster parents need to get emotional satisfaction I 
from their work as a part of the agency progrmn. It is recog- , 
nized that many foster children are often not very satisfying. 
Through a strong identification with the agency program, 
foster parents may be able to accept a failure with one child 
and go on with another rather than regarding this experience 
as a final defeat . 
This study clearly indicated t he necessity of pls.cement 
in a. certain horne becs.use of the l:i.mi ted resources available. 
This shows the need for a continuous interpretation to the 
community of the foster home program. It would seem that ac -
their work to groups within the community. 
It would seem that follow-up i.,Jork with. foster parents who 
withdraw from the program might enable the agency to salvage 
some of these homes . The value of this seems particularly 
true on the basis of this study. If the agency h ad shown 
greater interest in these foster parents and could have dis -
cussed their dissatisfaction s even after the child's removal 
it might have resul ted in the retention of another home. 
Finally it seemed more studies might be done in the area 
of successful and tmsuccessful first placements. 
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SCHEDULE 
~ I. Foster parents 
A. Home 
1. Physical standards 
2. Location 
B. Foster Hother 
1. Potentialities 
2. Limitations 
3. Age 
c. Foster Father 
1. Potentialities 
2. Limitations 
J. Age 
D. Children 
1 . Number 
2. Age 
3. Emotional status 
E. Knowledge of Agency and Program 
1. Newspaper publicity 
2. Referral by another agency 
3· Referral by another foste r mother 
F. Hotives 
1. Realistic 
G. Type of Child wanted 
1 . Age 
2. sex 
3. Personality 
H. Home Finder's Recommendations 
1. Strengths 
2. Limitations 
I. Placement 
II 
!/ 
66 . 
1. Date 
2. Age ======~-~--
SCHEDULE - (continued) 
3. Sex 
4. Personality pattern 
J. Reasons Given for Remova l Requests 
1. Expressed 
II . Classification of Removal Requests 
A. Removal Requests Bas ed on Relationship between 
Foster paren t and Child 
1. Rejec tion 
2. Fai lure to i dentify 
3. Resentment 
4· Need for acceptance and appr oval 
5. Improper placement 
B. Removal Request Based on I mproper Placements 
1. Disregard for home finder ' s recommendations 
2. Disregard for preference of foster parents 
3. Failure to evaluate emotional reactions of 
foster parents and child. 
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